Life after Death Part 2

The Spirit of Man
“And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Thessalonians 5:23 KJV)
According to 1 Thessalonians 5:23, the third component of humans is ‘spirit.’ The Word ‘spirit’ is repeated more than 500 in the Scriptures. The spirit is different from the soul. The spirit is something that is linked with the unseen and the invisible world. The Scripture that we will study shall give us more awareness about this third component of man.

In the Old Testament the word that used for the word ‘spirit,’ and is related to our topic is ‘Ruwach’, and it has the following possible meanings: Wind, breath, mind, soul, spirit of heaven, breath of air, air, gas, prophetic spirit, God’s spirit, Spirit of God, the third person of the triune God, the Holy Spirit who is coequal and coeternal with the Father and the Son, or as manifest in the Shekinah glory. The following are examples from the Scriptures:

“And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.” (Genesis 1:2 KJV) The Spirit here is for the Holy Spirit. “And the Lord said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years.” (Genesis 6:3 KJV) The same here, the Spirit is for the Holy Spirit.

“And it came to pass in the morning that his spirit was troubled; and he sent and called for all the magicians of Egypt, and all the wise men thereof: and Pharaoh told them his dream; but there was none that could interpret them unto Pharaoh.” (Genesis 41:8 KJV) The spirit here is for the spirit of man. The spirit of Pharaoh was troubled with a dream from God. God is reaching us certain times through dreams. There is no record in the Bible about dreams that had not come from God. When your spirit is troubled with certain dreams it might be that God is telling certain things, and that what you need to find out. 
“And Pharaoh said unto his servants, Can we find such a one as this is, a man in whom the Spirit of God is?” (Genesis 45:38 KJV) Here the spirit is the Holy Spirit of God that dwells in man, and here was dwelling in Joseph when he showed prudence and wisdom that cannot come, but only from God, when he explained by the Spirit of God the dream to Pharaoh and gave him the solution for the coming famine. When you live for God and obey Him, will give you the Spirit of God that will dwell in you so that you can have the wisdom of God and will have discretion to explain things and speak things that God wants you to speak.  
“And they told him all the words of Joseph, which he had said unto them: and when he saw the wagons which Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of Jacob their father revived.” (Genesis 45:27 KJV) Here Jacob revived after he heard the good news about Joseph. The spirit here in the ‘the spirit of Jacob’, might reflect on the soul of man and his feelings as hearing the good news. Train yourself to give heed to listen to good things, like God’s Word, so that your spirit will be revived and you will be able to sustain the pressure, stress and the weariness of life.  
“And Moses spake so unto the children of Israel: but they hearkened not unto Moses for anguish of spirit, and for cruel bondage.” (Exodus 6:9 KJV) Here described the spirit of man, the spirit inside the Israelites who were troubled by the cruel bondage and the repeated and the long term troubles that they received from Pharaoh. This here the spirit might reflect on the soul of man and its feelings and what troubles had passed through because of the trials of life. The Lord sent Moses to give them the good news that the Lord would be saving them from the bondage that they were in. But they were still struggling to believe because the pain they were passing through causing them anger and bitter feelings due to the cruel bondage of Pharaoh. In the same way God sent Jesus to us to save us from our sins and from death, therefore we need to hear and heed to the good news of Jesus, and to feed ourselves with God’s Word so our spirits will be sustained and will be able to stand the pressure of life and the ministry. 
When God asked Moses to announce to the Israelites to bring materials to support the building up of the tabernacle, the ark of the covenant and all its furniture, they came with willing spirit stirred up by God, “And they came, every one whose heart stirred him up, and every one whom his spirit made willing, and they brought the Lord's offering to the work of the tabernacle of the congregation, and for all his service, and for the holy garments.” (Exodus 35:21 KJV) Here the spirit is the spirit of man that was stirred up by the Spirit of God as they heard the message of God’s Word to them. That is why it is important to hear, read and preach the Scriptures to stir up the spirit of man to obey God and come and give what due to Him, to do His will and achieve the required assignments; Jesus said “The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” (Matthew 26:41 KJV)
“And he hath filled him with the spirit of God, in wisdom, in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship.” (Exodus 35:31 KJV) Here God filled Bezaleel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah “with the spirit of God” to help in doing the ark, “32 And to devise curious works, to work in gold, and in silver, and in brass, 33 And in the cutting of stones, to set them, and in carving of wood, to make any manner of cunning work. 34 And he hath put in his heart that he may teach, both he, and Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan. 35 Them hath he filled with wisdom of heart, to work all manner of work, of the engraver, and of the cunning workman, and of the embroiderer, in blue, and in purple, in scarlet, and in fine linen, and of the weaver, even of them that do any work, and of those that devise cunning work.” (Exodus 35:32-35 KJV) The spirit here is the Holy Spirit of God. The Holy Spirit of God equips His church with talents and skills to let His Word be accomplished and executed with diligence and precision for whatever God wants to do in the midst of His people.
“Regard not them that have familiar spirits, neither seek after wizards, to be defiled by them: I am the Lord your God.” (Leviticus 19:31 KJV) The Hebrew word for ‘spirit’ here is ‘'owb’, which means ghost, spirit of a dead one, a necromancer, a one who evokes the dead, or the practice of necromancy. Necromancy is supposed the practice of communicating with the dead, especially in order to predict the future. This is evil spirit, and is the work of Satan and demons with all its work in witchcraft, black magic, etc. “6 And the soul that turneth after such as have familiar spirits, and after wizards, to go a whoring after them, I will even set my face against that soul, and will cut him off from among his people. 27 A man also or woman that hath a familiar spirit, or that is a wizard, shall surely be put to death: they shall stone them with stones: their blood shall be upon them.” (Leviticus 20:6, 27 KJV) 
“And the spirit of jealousy come upon him, and he be jealous of his wife, and she be defiled: or if the spirit of jealousy come upon him, and he be jealous of his wife, and she be not defiled.” (Numbers 5:14 KJV) This spirit of jealousy it could be from God the Holy Spirit to expose the sin, or it could be a man’s spirit of jealousy that stirred by his sinful nature. In both situation the wife will be brought to the priest who will let her drink the water with the curse, and then after the Lord will reveal, if she will die, because she was unfaithful, or she will live and conceive if she had not sin against her husband. So adultery was truly fought against by God. If they are caught they will be stoned, and if not, God will stir up the spirit of man and drive him by jealousy to bring the wife to the priest, that she will die by the bitter water.   
“And I will come down and talk with thee there: and I will take of the spirit which is upon thee, and will put it upon them; and they shall bear the burden of the people with thee, that thou bear it not thyself alone.” (Numbers 11:17 KJV) The Spirit here is the Holy Spirit of God, that God will allow to be shared with the other elders with Moses to help him in his leading to the congregation of God. We should pray to God that others will be filled with the Spirit of God so they will serve God with us. 
“But my servant Caleb, because he had another spirit with him, and hath followed me fully, him will I bring into the land whereinto he went; and his seed shall possess it.” (Numbers 14:24 KJV) This is the spirit of man that Caleb had and is tuned with God’s Spirit that helped him to follow God wholeheartedly and willingly obeyed Him. Wok out to have the same of such spirit that you will follow God wholeheartedly and willingly obeying Him. 
“And they fell upon their faces, and said, O God, the God of the spirits of all flesh, shall one man sin, and wilt thou be wroth with all the congregation?” (Numbers 16:22 KJV)  Moses and Aaron prayed to God when Korah rebelled against them. They addressed the Lord, as “the God of the spirits of all flesh”. 
Again Moses addressed God with the same title, “the God of the spirits of all flesh”, when he requested him to appoint a man to lead the congregation after his death, “Let the Lord, the God of the spirits of all flesh, set a man over the congregation” (Numbers 27:16 KJV) 

“But Sihon king of Heshbon would not let us pass by him: for the Lord thy God hardened his spirit, and made his heart obstinate, that he might deliver him into thy hand, as appeareth this day.” (Deuteronomy 2:30 KJV) Here the spirit is the spirit of man, who was willfully sinning against God, obstinate, whose spirit was against the spirit of God. This can also reflect on the moral attitude and the inclination of his mind. Do not be obstinate and stubborn, soften your heart and be willing to yield to God to do his will and to comply with His plan. 
“And the Lord said unto Moses, Take thee Joshua the son of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit, and lay thine hand upon him” (Numbers 27:18 KJV) Here the spirit of Joshua agreeing and in line with the Spirit of God, and Moses laid his hand on him. In the same way, God called us to work and serve Him with people who have the Spirit of God in them and their spirit agreeing with God.
“And Hannah answered and said, No, my lord, I am a woman of a sorrowful spirit: I have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but have poured out my soul before the Lord.” (1 Samuel 1:15 KJV) Hannah, was afflicted and oppressed person, her spirit was sorrowful and sad, reflecting of what her soul was passing through. Certain times the Scripture might use the word spirit to describe the status of the soul of that man.  
“But the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the Lord troubled him.” (1 Samuel 16:14 KJV) The Spirit of God departed from King Saul and evil spirit sent by God to torment him. We should take heed of how we need to behave and walk with God, we should not grief the Holy Spirit, that we sealed with, “30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.” (Ephesians 4:30 KJV)  
“And the meat of his table, and the sitting of his servants, and the attendance of his ministers, and their apparel, and his cupbearers, and his ascent by which he went up unto the house of the Lord; there was no more spirit in her.” (1 Kings 10:5 KJV) The queen of Sheba was astonished to what she had seen in the palace of Solomon; it reached the situation that her spirit was humbled in respond to what she had seen. The spirit here is more about the mind and the thought of man. We should not be enticed or got loss when we see material things, because these are all temporal and perishable things, “18 While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.” (2 Corinthians 4:18)
“But Jezebel his wife came to him, and said unto him, Why is thy spirit so sad, that thou eatest no bread?” (1 Kings 21:5 KJV) Here means by the spirit is the sad emotion in Ahab relates to external event that had saddened him because Naboth refused to give him his vineyard.  
“Now therefore, behold, the Lord hath put a lying spirit in the mouth of all these thy prophets, and the Lord hath spoken evil concerning thee.” (1 Kings 22:23 KJV) These lying spirits are evil spirits allowed by God to be in the mouth of the false prophets of King Ahab to deceive him, because he was wicked and was not willing to listen to God, therefore God allowed lying spirit to be around him so he will be led by them to take the wrong decision. When you refuse to listen to God and to the Godly people then what will be left around you are the evil people who will sure mislead you with wrong councils and advices.  
“Moreover the Lord stirred up against Jehoram the spirit of the Philistines, and of the Arabians, that were near the Ethiopians.” (2 Chronicles 21:16 KJV) Here the Lord stirred up the spirit of man of the Philistines to take a decision to be against King Jehoram, because of his sins against God. This is how God trouble us and send us enemies when we disobey Him.
“Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the Lord spoken by the mouth of Jeremiah might be accomplished, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying” (2 Chronicles 36:22 KJV) The same here the Lord stirred up the spirit of king Cyrus to promote the Jewish that they can move and go to rebuild the house of God. “Then rose up the chief of the fathers of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests, and the Levites, with all them whose spirit God had raised, to go up to build the house of the Lord which is in Jerusalem.” (Ezra 1:5 KJV) In the same way God shall stir up the spirit of certain men to help us to accomplish what God want to accomplish through our lives.    
Ecclesiastes 12:7 tells us about the spirit of man is a separate entity from the body: “ Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it.” (Ecclesiastes 12:7 KJV) The spirit of man is another category from the soul of man as we spoke earlier. The soul of man when departs will go either to hell or heaven, but here the spirit of man will return unto God who gave it. “Who knoweth the spirit of man that goeth upward, and the spirit of the beast that goeth downward to the earth?” (Ecclesiastes 3:21 KJV)  
“1 Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered and said, 2 If we assay to commune with thee, wilt thou be grieved? but who can withhold himself from speaking? 3 Behold, thou hast instructed many, and thou hast strengthened the weak hands. 4 Thy words have upholden him that was falling, and thou hast strengthened the feeble knees. 5 But now it is come upon thee, and thou faintest; it toucheth thee, and thou art troubled. 6 Is not this thy fear, thy confidence, thy hope, and the uprightness of thy ways? 7 Remember, I pray thee, who ever perished, being innocent? or where were the righteous cut off? 8 Even as I have seen, they that plow iniquity, and sow wickedness, reap the same. 9 By the blast of God they perish, and by the breath of his nostrils are they consumed. 10 The roaring of the lion, and the voice of the fierce lion, and the teeth of the young lions, are broken. 11 The old lion perisheth for lack of prey, and the stout lion's whelps are scattered abroad. 12 Now a thing was secretly brought to me, and mine ear received a little thereof. 13 In thoughts from the visions of the night, when deep sleep falleth on men, 14 Fear came upon me, and trembling, which made all my bones to shake. 15 Then a spirit passed before my face; the hair of my flesh stood up: 16 It stood still, but I could not discern the form thereof: an image was before mine eyes, there was silence, and I heard a voice, saying, 17 Shall mortal man be more just than God? shall a man be more pure than his maker?” (Job 4:1-17 KJV) Here Eliphaz the Temanite, mentioned his experience about the movement of the spirit, and more likely is the Holy Spirit, when he said, “15 Then a spirit passed before my face; the hair of my flesh stood up.” (Job 4:15 KJV) This could be the spirit of God, or could be a spirit of angel that crossed before him. Some describe the same experience when the hairs of their body stand describing the movement of the Holy Spirit. 
Elihu said, “But there is a spirit in man: and the inspiration of the Almighty giveth them understanding.” (Job 32:8 KJV) So here the Scripture tell us that there is a spirit in man and that spirit receives inspiration from the Almighty. “For I am full of matter, the spirit within me constraineth me.” (Job 32:18 KJV) So here also Elihu describes that inside him the spirit that constraineth him or controlled him; The spirit of man that is under the influence of the Spirit of God is controlling him, and he is led by it. Further he said and acknowledge, the Spirit of God is working on him and in him, “The spirit of God hath made me, and the breath of the Almighty hath given me life.” (Job 33:4 KJV) 
My dear and beloved: In the book of Psalms we read, “Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile.” (Psalm 32:2 KJV) The spirit of man when is in full submission to God it has no guile, nor bitterness nor wickedness nor corruption, “Into thine hand I commit my spirit: thou hast redeemed me, O Lord God of truth.” (Psalm 31:5 KJV) 
Jesus before he died on the cross he cried this prayer to God, “And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he said, Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit: and having said thus, he gave up the ghost.” (Luke 23:46 KJV) Let us commit our lives, our bodies and souls and spirits unto God and continue to live our lives for him, living in His plans for us and achieving His will. Let us be in full submission to God, no guilr, no bitterness and corruption.
My prayer: Father God I come before you in the name of Jesus who died on the cross for my sins to give me eternal life. Lord thank you for your Word that cleansed me from sins and worldliness, sorrows and pains, and made things clear to me and made me understand your ways and what you wants me to know at this time in my life. 
Let us confess and renounce our sins. Lord I repent from the following sins ___________________________________. 
Lord I commit my life into your hand to whatever plan and purpose that you have for me.  Lord comforts me and restores my soul and give me strength to persevere in the way that you wants me to go through the trials that I am passing through. Lord protects me and provides my needs.  
Lord I pray for my brethren to have more fruit of the Holy Spirit that people will see Jesus in their lives, and give them the Spiritual gifts so that they can go and evangelize in reaching the lost. Lord bless us as a church and help us to reach new people and planting new Bible studies and new congregations for the church. Lord fulfill your vision to your church, ‘Mulitiplication in peace with implementing the whole will of God’. Lord bless us and enlarge our territory let your hand be with us and free us from harm so that we will not feel pain. May the grace of the Lord Jesus and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all in Jesus name, Amen. 
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